
THE MONTH AHEAD 

Mon. June 3 Home and School Meeting (Elections) 7:00 in 

the Library Learning Commons 

Tues. June 4 TVDSB Track and Field Finals 

Thurs. June 6 Junior Kindergarten Open House 4-5 

Fri. June 7 PA Day (no school) 

Mon. June 10 Seventies Day 

Thurs. June 13 Student Volunteer Pizza Lunch 

Fri. June 14 Decades Day 

Bus Driver Appreciation Breakfast 9:00-9:30 

Volunteer Appreciation 1:00-2:00 

Mon. June 17 Grade 5/6, 6/7, 7/8 Trip to Fleetway 

June 18-21 Grade 8 Trip to Camp Celtic 

Tues. June 18 Grade 6/7 Baseball Tournament 

Grade 3 and 3/4 Trip to African Lion Safari 

Wed. June 19 Primary Play Day 

Mon. June 24 JK-2/3 Trip to Clovermead 

Tues. June 25 Dress Like a Teacher Day 

Wed. June 26 Report Cards go home. 

Grade 8 Graduation 

Thurs. June 27 Last Day of School  

Assembly at 10:00 

Tues. Sept. 3 First Day of School! 

June 2019 

Notes from your Principal 
June has arrived incredibly quickly this year! It feels like 

I just arrived a few weeks ago, and at the same time 

as though I have been a part of ZHP for much longer. 

The students, staff, and families are awesome and I 

look forward to coming to school every day.  

June is always a busy month full of events—field trips, 

track and field finals, play day, graduation, volunteer 

appreciation, JK open house, and much more.  

June is also the month when we look ahead to the first 

day of school in September. There will be a few 

changes in September for families to be aware of. We 

will be saying good-bye to Ms. Makrakos who has  

accepted a Kindergarten teaching position at 

Parkview Public School in Komoka (much closer to 

home!), and to Ms. Jones and Mrs. Evans who are 

completing their Long Term Assignments in Grade 3/4 

and French on June 28. We hope to have them both 

back again soon!  

Our Safe and Accepting Schools team met earlier in 

May and determined three goals for next year:  

 Build a culture of respect in the school. 

 Further develop students’ understanding of how 

bullying affects others and what it means to be a 

“good friend”. 

 Further develop a sense of school spirit and  

inclusion.  
 

The first day of school is Tues. Sept. 3, 2019. We are 

looking forward to welcoming all of our students back 

for another great year of learning.  

HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION NEWS 

We are looking for parents/guardians who want to 

become more engaged in the school’s Home and 

School Association. Elections will be taking place at 

our June 3rd meeting at 7:00 pm. A variety of  

positions and/or committees is available for others to 

join. For further details, please reach out to an exec-

utive member at zorrahomeandschool@gmail.com. 

New for next school year, under the umbrella of 

Home and School, a Graduation sub-committee will 

be formed. If you are interested in being part of this 

committee, your attendance is requested at the 

June 3rd meeting. 

Would you like to advertise your business in our 2018-

2019 Yearbook? Ad size is 3.5” x 2” (business card size), 

cost is $40. Please send your information or business 

card that you would like in the yearbook and the pay-

ment (cash or cheque) to the office with attention to 

Anita Fraser.  Please make cheques out to “Zorra Home 

and School Association”.            



HOME CONNECTIONS IN MATH: Math at the Beach 

 

 

Mathematizing the Beach 

So much of a student’s success in math is based 

their ability to develop personal benchmarks and 

use those benchmarks to estimate measurement in 

school and the world around them.  A personal 

benchmark is a physical reference for a unit of 

measure. For example, the width of your pinky finger 

is about a centimetre. It must be gained through ex-

perience! Once students have a sense of personal 

benchmarks they can use these benchmarks to esti-

mate.  Parents can help students develop these 

benchmarks within everyday contexts by asking 

questions like: Do I have enough sugar to make 

cookies? Will this wrapping paper cover the box?  

Will my car fit into the parking space? 

Let’s illustrate how you might help your child devel-

op personal benchmarks using the example of a trip 

to the beach. 

How long do you think it will take us to get to the 

beach? 

What increments of time are 

key for kids?  Do they have a 

sense of a minute, 15 minutes, 

half an hour or an hour?  We 

take it for granted that children 

have this sense.  Car rides are a 

great opportunity for children 

to get a better sense of time.  

What do you think is the temperature today?  

If children know that water 

freezes at 0 degrees Celsius 

and it boils at 100 degrees Cel-

sius can they estimate the tem-

perature on a “hot” day?  Did 

you know that “burning hot” 

sand can be 50 degrees  

Celsius? 

How much water will this container hold?  How much 

does it weigh? 

A really important benchmark connection is that a 

litre of water has a mass of one kilogram.   

Once a child has made this connection there are 

many opportunities to explore them at the beach.  

For example: 

 How many litres of water will fill your pail? 

 What is the mass of the pail? 

 Can you find something with a mass of one  

kilogram?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How long is a kilometre? 

The beach provides an ideal 

opportunity to develop a 

personal benchmark for a 

kilometre.  You could use an 

app on your phone to keep 

track of distance.  Pick a vis-

ual marker as a start point, 

walk a kilometre, and then 

look back!  We did it! 

So the next time you are planning on heading to the 

beach - use the opportunity to help your child build 

personal benchmarks. 

On rainy days, try some of the activities at the link be-

low:  

http://www.estimation180.com/ 

 

 

 

http://www.estimation180.com/




Zorra’s Annual Primary Play Day 

Zorra’s play day for 2019 is on  

Wednesday, June 19th  

with a rain date on the 20th of June. 

The students from JK to grade 3 will  

participate in the activities. The grade six  

students have organized the events and the 

grade five/seven students are the team  

leaders, runners, or photographers.  

One activity which we have included for 

quite some time, and for some quiet time, is a 

literacy activity. Mrs. Eastman, an employee of 

the Oxford County Library, will present the 2019 

Summer Reading program and share some  

favourite books with the children. If your child 

(ren) doesn’t yet have their own library card 

please consider it as a valuable summer  

acquisition. There are libraries in Embro,  

Harrington, Tavistock, Ingersoll, and Woodstock.   

Please make certain that your child (ren) 

is/are dressed for the day including running 

shoes and that they have sun and bug  

protection as well as a labelled water bottle. 

The events begin at noon. We will break 

for nutrition at 1:00 – 1:30 and resume again at 

1:45. Feel free to come out and enjoy our day. 

The teachers will have a list of the students and 

the schedule, so they should be able to guide 

you to where your child (ren) is/are playing. 

At the end of the day, the students will 

receive a frozen treat. If you do not wish your 

child to receive the treat please inform your 

child’s teacher. 

      

 Sincerely,  

      

 Primary Teachers 

Class Organization for September 2019 

Kindergarten   Mrs. Jack and Ms. Noddle 

Kindergarten   Mrs. Green and Mrs. Cormier 

Grade 1/2  Mrs. Dukeshire 

Grade 1/2  Mrs. Uher 

Grade 2/3   Ms. Hardisty 

Grade 3/4  Miss Pritchard 

Grade 4  Mrs. Dean 

Grade 5  Mrs. Tucker 

Grade 6  Mr. Roberts 

Grade 7/8  TBA 

Grade 7/8  Mr. Willows 

French   Mrs. Schryver  

Music   Mr. Crockett 

Learning Support Mrs. Trott 


