
Notes from your Principal 

March 1, 2021 
WORK HARD and Be Kind 

It certainly has been an unusual school year. I would 

like to begin by thanking all of our families for your 

positivity and willingness to adhere to the constantly 

evolving health and safety protocols that we must 

follow.  I have included the most recent guldelines 

from our local health units to help you navigate the 

daily screening and health decisions you must make 

every day before sending your children to school.  

Inside the school, we continue to strive for our “Work 

hard and be kind” goal on a daily basis. Students are 

working hard and learning new skills.  

Please remember that March Break will NOT be held 

during the week of March 15-19. It has been moved 

to April 12 to 16 instead. At least the weather should 

be nice for us to enjoy the time off! 

Our Home and School Association is working hard 

behind the scenes to help raise money for us to buy 

more chrome books for our students to use in their 

learning. The current fundraiser is Easter chocolate 

with Purdy’s Chocolatier. If you’d like to support us 

through purchasing some very sweet Easter gifts for 

friends, family and yourself, please click the link: 

https://fundraising.purdys.com/1320184-83731  

Mon. Mar. 1 Home and School Meeting on Zoom 

Come join us for our next Home and 

School meeting on March 1st at 7pm via 

the below zoom link:  

Conferencing Link: https://

sunlife.zoom.us/

j/99282238669                                              

Thurs. Mar. 4 School Spirit Day 

Wear your purple and teal and/or 

school spirit wear to show your Zorra pride. 

Fri. Mar. 5 PA Day NO SCHOOL 

Thurs. Mar. 11 Great Big Crunch Day (local apples provid-

ed  by Ontario School Nutrition Program) 

Wed. Mar. 17 St. Patrick’s Day  

Wear green to help celebrate the day  

together at school.  

Thurs. Mar. 25 Virtual VIP Program for Grades 5/6, 6/7 and 

7/8.  

Thurs. Apr. 1 Tie Dye Spirit Day 

Wear your funky tie dye today! 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
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Are We There Yet?  

Short jaunts in the car can be a great time to  

continue to build your child’s sense of numbers and 

how they are used in the world around us. Below are 

a few things you might try. 

Count 

Young children love to count, and counting is a  

foundational skill.  Driving anywhere can provide lots 

of opportunities to count types of cars, buses or trucks. 

Children sometimes struggle to count over the  

decade or century- up and over a ten or 100. You 

can help to count up and over the decade or  

century by modelling counting and then discussing 

patterns in our number system. It is also valuable to 

take opportunities to count by numbers other than 

one. For example, you might count by twos to count 

the tires on trucks, count by fours for legs on horses or 

cows.  

Notice, Read and Talk About 

Numbers in the World 

Students often struggle relating 

a number to the quantity it 

represents. Try a scavenger 

hunt for different numbers. Challenge your child to 

find a spot where she might find about five, ten, 50 or 

100 people. Discuss with her how to determine if she is 

close to the target.  Older children might benefit from 

comparing populations to numbers familiar to them. 

The populations of smaller centres might be  

compared to the number of students in their school.   

Larger centres might be compared to the population 

of the town or city in which you live. By doing activities 

like these, we can help students develop a sense of 

quantity and personal benchmarks to use when  

estimating. 

Engage in Real-life Proportional Reasoning 

As students move from grade to grade, the 

curriculum requires them to do more and 

more proportional reasoning. Travelling  

presents many opportunities to engage 

your child in in authentic situations where 

he or she considers how two quantities scale together.  

When filling the gas tank, have your child check the 

level of the gas tank before filling. Share the capacity 

HOME CONNECTIONS IN MATH 

of the tank and ask them to predict the number of  

litres and the cost of the gas. 

“Are we there yet?” is a great 

question to turn back on your 

children and play with. Share 

with them the length of the trip. 

Have them track on road signs 

the distance to the destination 

or the next stop.  Predict the 

length of time to the destination based on the speed 

you are travelling, or the time taken to your current  

location.   Check predictions against the predictions 

on the GPS or App.     

Play With Numbers 

Some of the long hours in the car can be spent play-

ing with numbers to enhance students’ understanding 

and enjoyment of math. 

Guess My Number is a game that is easily played that 

reinforces some key ideas about the relative size of 

numbers.  To play the game, select a range of num-

bers comfortable for the children playing.  One player 

chooses a number and others try to guess that num-

ber. After each guess, a hint is given as to whether the 

guess is too high or too low.  Challenge your child to 

develop a strategy to make the fewest guesses or  

develop a strategy with them. 

McNugget Numbers are a set of  

numbers that can be fun to play with.  

Originally, Mc Nuggets were sold in 

boxes of 6, 9, and 20. A McNugget 

Number is a number you can make 

combining the numbers 6, 9 and 20. 

(For example, 15 is a McNugget number because you 

could order a box of 6 and a box of 9.) You could 

challenge younger children to find the  numbers of 

McNuggets that could be ordered between 10 and 20 

with only  boxes of 6 and 9. Older students could be 

challenged to find numbers of McNuggets that could 

not be ordered with whole boxes of McNuggets or 

even the largest number that could not be ordered. (It 

is 43.) Finding all the McNugget numbers would be a 

great family challenge.   

Children benefit from the opportunity to understand 

how numbers are used in the world in many useful and 

enjoyable ways.  



 






