
THE MONTH AHEAD 

Mon. Sept. 30 School Picture Day 

Tues. Oct. 1 Happy Hills Cross Country Run (raindate Oct. 2) 

First race begins at 4:00.  

Wed. Oct. 2 Zorra Township Council Meeting 9:00-1:00 

Mon. Oct. 7 Parent Council Meeting 6:00-7:00 

**School Council elections** (Nomination forms 

available from the office or at the meeting for 

all interested in serving on Parent Council  

Executive. 

Home and School Meeting 7:15-8:15 

Fri. Oct. 11 Fire Safety Presentations 

Mac and Cheese Lunch for all! 

Mon. Oct. 14 Thanksgiving Monday (no school) 

Tues. Oct. 15 School Bus Safety Presentations (afternoon) 

Wed. Oct. 16 Family Math Morning  9:15-10:15 

Thurs. Oct. 17 The Big Crunch 

Fri. Oct. 18 Student Vote 

Mon. Oct. 21 Federal Election (ZHP is a polling station.) 

Thurs. Oct. 24 October Assembly 

Children’s Museum Outdoor Learning with SK 

students (at the school) 

Fri. Oct. 25 PA Day (no school) 

Thurs. Oct. 31 Halloween 

October 2019 
WORK HARD and Be Kind 

Notes from your Principal 
September has flown by so quickly! We have been very 

busy and are now well into the swing of things at the school. 

I am pleased to see how many parents and family members 

have completed and returned Offence Declaration forms 

to ensure that you can volunteer in various ways in our 

school community. There are many ways to get involved, so 

please feel free to reach out to me or to our Home and 

School or Parent Council for ideas on how you can become 

more involved in our school community.  

 

Meet the Teacher Family BBQ—I’d like to thank our Home 

and School Association and all of the Zorra Highland Park 

families who came out to our Meet the Teacher BBQ on 

September 23. A big shout out goes to the Embro Fire  

Department, Oxford OPP Auxiliary, and Oxford County Dairy 

for their generous donation of time and milk. It was  

wonderful to see so many of our families enjoying some  

social time together.  Thank you as well to all of the families 

who donated money to help with the costs of the  

barbeque. It certainly helped cover almost all of the costs.  

 

LABOUR UPDATE (from TVDSB): The Canadian Union of Public 

Employees (CUPE) confirmed that job action will begin 

across the province on Monday, September 30th. CUPE 

members include custodial, maintenance, school-based 

and central clerical, educational assistants, early childhood 

educators and information technology staff, who provide 

important services in our schools and workplaces. 
  
Thames Valley schools remain open to staff and students 

during this phase of job action. We are working diligently to 

minimize any impact on students and the school  

community; however, we will be unable to completely  

eliminate all impact. 
  
We respect the collective bargaining process and are 

hopeful for a negotiated agreement. As always, ensuring 

that our schools are safe environments is our top priority. 
  
Please direct school specific questions to your Principal. 
Updates will be provided as they become available. 

Milk Program—Please note that we will be unable to offer 

our school milk program during the labour action. All  

families who have placed orders through School Cash 

Online have been refunded. We will resume as soon as  

possible. I apologize for the inconvenience and appreciate 

your patience and understanding.  

 

http://www.tvdsb.ca/


 

 

East Region Soccer Champs—Congratulations to our Grade 7/8 co-ed 

soccer team for their hard work, sportsmanship, and impressive  

showing at the TVDSB East Region Championships on September 23. 

Coaches Mr. Crockett and Mrs. deWit, along with the team of 15  

students, met early in the mornings during September to hone their soc-

cer and teamwork skills in preparation for the tournament. Zorra High-

land Park came out on top! We are very proud of all of your hard work 

and dedication to the team.  

Cross Country—Zorra Highland Park hosts its annual Happy Hills cross country run in early October each year. This year,  

students will be running on October 1 (raindate Oct. 2) around a course at Happy Hills. We are hosting runners from A.J. 

Baker, Thamesford, West Nissouri, Hickson, and Tavistock, in addion to our own fine field of competitors. Students have 

been working hard during first break all month in preparation for this event and for the upcoming TVDSB Regional meet on 

October 9 (raindate Oct. 10) at Cowan Fields in Woodstock and TVDSB Finals on October 22 (raindate Oct. 23 or 24) at 

Fanshawe Conservation Area in London. Thanks go to Miss Hardisty and Mrs. deWit for their organization of Happy Hills, as 

well as to all of our staff, parent, and student volunteers who help make this event such a success. Thanks as well go out to 

our coaches, Mrs. Trott and Mr. Roberts.  

Local Government in Action—On Wed. Oct. 2, we are pleased to host the regular monthly meeting of the Zorra Township 

Council in our Library Learning Commons. In addition to regular council business, our students in Grade 5 and 6 will be 

making delegations to council to present ideas for improvements to enhance our community. Other classes will have the 

opportunity to drop in and see how council works and ask questions of the Mayor and Council. Parents and community 

members are also welcome to attend. Please sign in at the office upon arrival. 

Scholastic Book Fair—Mr. Crockett and Ms. Dean hosted our first Scholastic Book Fair of the year in September. Book fairs 

give students an opportunity to purchase new books for their home library collections, and allow the school to raise funds 

to purchase new resources for the library. In total, we surpassed the goal of raising $3000 and our students will benefit from 

having lots of new reading material to sign out of the library in the months ahead. Thank you to all of our families who  

supported the book fair.  

Fire Safety Week is October 7-11. Our own Embro Fire Department will be coming out to teach and review fire safety  

information with all of our students on Fri. Oct. 11. They are also treating all of our students to a delicious mac and cheese 

lunch during first break that day!  

Community Math Morning– Please save the date of Wed. Oct. 16 for our first Family Math Morning of the year. We are 

hoping for an even bigger turnout than we had last spring! Stay tuned for details coming soon. 

Terry Fox Run—We hosted our annual Terry Fox Run and Toonies for Terry fundraiser for cancer research on Thurs. Sept. 26. 

Together we raised $505! Students will be tallying all of the popsicle sticks collected by our students to let us know how far 

we ran in all. Each popsicle stick represents 1 km. We will be keeping a running total of our distance and comparing it to 

how far Terry Fox himself ran during his Marathon of Hope.  Stay tuned for an update from your children about this year’s 

total distance. Thank you to Mr. Roberts and Mrs. Trott for organizing our Terry Fox Run again this year.  

 

 

 

CELEBRATIONS 



HOME CONNECTIONS IN MATH 
It is back to school and back to school routines.  As you are probably well aware,  

mathematics is a big focus not only in Thames Valley District School Board but right across  

Ontario.  A new book was released right before the end of the last school year and it is a  

fabulous resource for parents and guardians to help in understanding elementary school 

math and taking an active role in helping your child succeed in mathematics.  For our first 

newsletter of the year, we thought this was the most opportune time to introduce this book to 

all of our parents and guardians as well as our educators.  We also felt it was fitting to share a 

section from the book with you as it will help to provide a framework and some suggestions for 

you to help your child(ren).   The final chapter of the book offers a top 10 list of how best to 

support your child. 

1. Have a Growth Mindset 

It is important for everyone in the family to showcase a positive and open mind with regard to math.  There is 

no such thing as a “math person”, and your ability or perceived inability to do mathematics is not genetic.  

Watch your language around your kids and stop yourself before you say things like, “I wasn’t good at math”. 

2. Help Build Understanding 

Resist the urge to immediately show your child the quick process for doing a computation. Take time to  

understand how the teacher and curriculum are approaching the skill and try to support that process. Always 

revert back to the Concrete-Representational-Abstract (CRA) approach to ensure your child is learning an 

idea conceptually. 

3. Ask Questions Instead of Telling 

It is important for kids to struggle in a productive manner.  Your ultimate goal is to enable them to be inde-

pendent from you.  Whenever they ask you a question, be like a teacher and ask a question back rather than 

tell them an answer. 

4. Include Daily Math Talk At Home 

Math is joyful, and math is everywhere. Recreate this message in your daily lives by talking mathematically at 

home. 

5. Notice Math Around You 

Make a concerted effort to point out things you see around you that are mathematical.  

6. Have Your Child Do Math Before Bed 

Most parents encourage their children to read before bed, but rarely do they say, “Be sure to do some math 

before bed!” We highly encourage integrating a bedtime math routine much like a reading routine.  Even if 

it’s just five minutes of playing Sudoku or some other math puzzle, your child will benefit.   

7. Praise Effort 

Kids love to hear that they’ve done something well, and it’s important when we praise or compliment children 

that we focus on their efforts and behaviours, not on their intelligence.  Resist the urge to call your child a 

“genius” or “smart”. This creates the belief that intelligence is innate.  Instead, focus on the behaviours that 

produce the things you want to praise. For example, praise a child’s perseverance when a task is challenging 

instead of making a big deal about the right answer.  

8. Use The Internet and Online Resources 

If your child comes home with homework and there is some math that is not familiar to you, be proactive and 

search the internet for it yourself. 

9. Create a Math Toolbox at Home 

In order for your child to become more independent and rely less on you, a math toolbox or supply center in 

their workspace is advantageous. 

10. Communicate with Your Child’s Teacher 

One of the most informative tools is your child’s teacher.  Be sure you are in contact with them before an issue 

occurs. Start the school year off introducing yourself and letting them know that you are excited to learn more 

about how kids are learning math.  

 

Some great Math Links: 

https://www.mathies.ca 

https://www.mathplayground.com/thinkingblocks.htm 

https://tvomathify.com/register/student 

 

“If parents want to give their children a gift, the best 

thing they can do is to teach their children to love 

challenges, be intrigued by mistakes, enjoy effort, 

and keep on learning.”   
    Carol Dweck,  

    Professor of Psychology,  

    Stanford University 

https://www.mathies.ca/
https://www.mathplayground.com/thinkingblocks.html
https://tvomathify.com/register/student




 Zorra Highland Park Staff 2019/2020 
Kindergarten   Mrs. Jack and Ms. Noddle 

Kindergarten   Ms. Borland and Mrs. Cormier 

Grade 1/2  Mrs. Dukeshire 

Grade 1/2  Mrs. Uher 

Grade 2/3   Ms. Hardisty 

Grade 3/4  Miss Pritchard 

Grade 4  Ms. Dean 

Grade 5  Ms. McCorquodale, Ms. Tucker 

Grade 6  Mr. Roberts 

Grade 7/8  Ms. Brooks 

Grade 7/8  Mr. Willows 

French   Mrs. Lucas 

Music and Library Mr. Crockett 

Learning Support Mrs. Trott 

Primary Prep  Ms. Jones 

Ed. Assistants  Mrs. Gingerich, Mrs. Shulman 

Secretary  Mrs. Morris 

Custodians  Mr. Grimbleby, Mr. Mason 

Principal  Mrs. Passmore 

 

School Day Schedule 

9:00   School Day begins 

9:00-10:40 First Instructional Block (100) 

10:40-11:30 Nutrition Break (20) and Recess (30) 

11:30-1:10 Second Instructional Block (100) 

1:10-1:50 Nutrition Break (20) and Recess (20) 

1:50-3:30 Third Instructional Block (100) 

3:30  Dismissal  

Do you have community  

information to share that would be 

of interest to our families? Send  

information about programs that 

would benefit our students to 

c.passmore@tvdsb.ca by the 25th 

of the previous month for inclusion 

in upcoming newsletters.  

Zorra Highland Park Public School 

376368 37th Line, Embro, ON 

519-475-4121 

zorrahighlandpark@tvdsb.ca 

@zorrahornets 

Principal: Christine Passmore 

Superintendent: Karen Edgar 

Trustees: Bill McKinnon and Barb Yeoman 

 

For bus-related concerns, contact: 

Student Transportation Services  

(aka My Big Yellow Bus)   519-649-1160 

Our bus company is Elgie   519-475-6000 
 

Bus behavior concerns, contact Mrs. Passmore. 

 

CONTACTING YOUR BUS COMPANY 

Zorra Highland Park  

is on Twitter.  

Follow us @zorrahighland 


