
THE MONTH AHEAD 

Mon. Dec. 2 Canned Food Drive begins 

Thurs. Dec. 5 Zorra Highland’s 60 Anniversary Open House  

1:30-3:00 and 6:00-7:30 (see attached flyer) 

TVPIC Event for Parent Council members at College 

Avenue Secondary School 6:30-8:30 

Wed. Dec. 11 Winter Wishes Christmas Concert 

2:00 and 6:30 

Thurs. Dec. 12 Winter Wishes Christmas Concert Snow Date 

Fri. Dec. 13 Last Day for Canned Food Drive 

Thamesford Trojans Public School Night (see  

attached flyer) 

Mon. Dec. 16 School Skating Day (schedule below) 

Wed. Dec. 18 Carol Singing 2:45 

Thurs. Dec. 19 School Skating Day Snow Date 

Fri. Dec. 20 Anything Christmas Spirit Day 

Last School Day of 2019 

Carol Singing 2:45 

Dec. 21-Jan. 5 Christmas Holidays 

Mon. Jan. 6 First School Day of 2020 

Parent Council Meeting at 6:00 in the  

Staff Workroom 

Home and School Meeting at 7:15 in the  

Library Learning Commons  

Thurs. Jan. 9 

6:00-8:00 

Woodstock Collegiate Institute Open House  

Wed. Jan. 15 

6:30-8:30 

College Avenue Secondary School  Open House  

Thurs. Jan. 16 

6:00-8:00 

Ingersoll District Collegiate Institute Open House 

December 2019 
WORK HARD and Be Kind 

Notes from your Principal 
The first three months of the year have sped by very quickly, 

despite the early preview of winter.  With only three weeks 

to go until the Christmas holidays, we have many special 

events planned for our school community.  

OPEN HOUSE 

Zorra Highland Park is celebrating 60 years this month. 

Please join us for our open house if you are able. Photos and 

other memorabilia will be on display, along with student 

projects and a slide show of the school’s history. Our Grade 

8 students will be offering delicious refreshments to help 

them raise money for their year-end trip to Camp Celtic. 

Student Council members will be available for guided tours 

of the school. Come and reminisce with old friends and 

teachers.  

SKATING DAY 

The ZHP Home and School is once again sponsoring a 

school skating day at the Embro Community Centre on 

Dec. 16. Equipment forms went home in November and 

permission forms will be sent home on Monday.  We  

welcome parent volunteers to join us at the arena.  

 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

Our Primary students and school choir have been working 

hard and are looking forward to sharing some holiday 

cheer with everyone on December 11. We hope to see you 

then! 

SCHOOL GOALS 

Our school goals for the 2019-2020 school year are that our 

students will be able to: 

  

Clearly communicate a flexible understanding of  

numbers and operations. 

 Become good writers who are able to communicate 

ideas with ease and clarity. 

 

HIGH SCHOOL OPEN HOUSES 

It’s almost time for our Grade 8 students to select their 

school and courses for Grade 9. We encourage families to 

visit the various high schools during their open houses in or-

der to make the best decisions possible for our students. If 

you have any questions, please ask your child’s classroom 

teacher or Mrs. Trott, our Guidance Lead Teacher.  

I would like to close by wishing everyone a safe and happy 

Christmas season from all the staff at Zorra Highland Park.  

Skating Day Schedule  

Time Class 

9:10 bus leaves school 
9:15-10:15 skating 
10:25 bus leaves arena 

Kindergarten A 
Kindergarten B 
Grade 1/2 D 
Grade 1/2 U 
  

11:30 bus leaves school 
11:45-12:45 skating 
1:00 bus leaves arena 

Grade 6 
Grade 7/8 B 
Grade 7/8 W 
  

1:50 bus leaves school 
2:00 – 3:00 skating 
3:10 bus leaves arena 

Grade 2/3 
Grade 3/4 
Grade 4 
Grade 5 



 

 

Making Good Choices 

A current advertisement promoting recreational vehicles and 
camping suggests that we, as parents, put down our devices, 
get outside with our children and offer them more opportuni-
ties to take risks and play.  Our children benefit from being free 
to explore, make choices, and, perhaps get a little dirty!  

This message aligns closely with the supportive conditions nec-
essary for children to learn mathematics: opportunity, appro-
priate challenge and risk-taking with a supportive adult pres-
ence. 
 
One of the mathematical process skills that educators and par-
ents support children to develop is selecting tools and  
computational strategies.   

 
 
 
 
 

When selecting tools successful students will: 
Understand when mental arithmetic or a pencil-and-paper cal-

culation or estimation is more appropriate than technology.  
Use an appropriate tool when:  

~ An exact answer is needed.  
~ Computation involves several numbers or numbers with more 
than one digit. 
~ The numbers are not easily calculated mentally.  

Use technology to explore, gather, display, manipulate, and 
present data in a variety of ways.  

Use math tools and/or technology to develop understanding. 
 

When selecting computational strategies, successful students 
will:  
Develop and use personal benchmarks for measurement, e.g., 1 

cm is approximately the width of a baby finger.  
Select different computational strategies depending on the 

numbers involved, e.g., 25 × 16, 23 × 16, 19 × 16. 
 
 
Try This At Home 

What model or strategy would help you solve this? 
Gr. 4: Our trip to Barrie will take about 4 hours.  We have to be 

there by quarter after 3.  What time should we leave? (e.g., 
number line, clock) 

Gr. 2: 14 + 9 = ____ + 3.  What’s the missing value in this equa-
tion? (e.g., Cuisenaire rods, connecting cubes) 

 
 

HOME CONNECTIONS IN MATH 

Gr. 7: Last week, Morgan was on the ice for 7 goals against his 
team and 4 goals for his team.  How could you show 
whether he was ‘positive’ or ‘negative’ last week? (e.g., 
blue and red counters, number line) 

 
 
Gr. 3: How might you handle 53 – 47 differently than 53 – 9? 

(e.g., I will count up from 47 in one case and count back 9 
from 53 in the other to make the questions easier to do) 

 

 

Final Thoughts and an Online Resource: 

Our children benefit from opportunities to engage in mathe-

matical thinking and choice-making before we take on the 

thinking for them.  We know that students who choose their 

own math tools and representations and choose ways of oper-

ating with numbers are higher achievers –more numerate—in 

math.  They become these high achievers through experience 

and feedback.  To access online tools to help your children 

think through, and solve, problems with understanding, con-

sider exploring Mathies.ca with your child.      

(www.mathies.ca/learningtools.php )  

 

FAREWELL 

It is with both sadness and joy that we bid farewell to two 

of our newest staff members. We wish Ms. Borland all the 

best as she takes on a new assignment at Annandale  

Public School in Tillsonburg in January. We welcome Ms. 

Green back part-time into the Kindergarten class, and will 

share staffing updates as available with our Kindergarten 

families.  

We congratulate Ms. McCorquodale on the upcoming 

birth of her first child in January. We are very excited to 

meet the newest member of the Zorra Highland Park  

community in the new year. Staffing information will be 

shared with Grade 5 families as soon as it is available.  

http://www.mathies.ca/learningtools.php
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Office Helpers Extraordinaire 



Zorra Highland Park PS 

Please plan to join us . . . 

60th Anniversary 
Open House 

Thursday, December 5, 2019 

1:30-3:00 and 6:00-7:30 

Please join us to help celebrate our school’s 60th anniversary celebration.  

We are looking forward to a celebration that brings  

many generations of our community together.  

 Refreshments available to help support our Grade 8 trip to Camp Celtic 

 Student projects and memorabilia on display 

 Come and reminisce with former classmates, teachers and community members 

 Enjoy a school tour with one of our Student Council members 





 Zorra Highland Park Staff 2019/2020 
Kindergarten   Mrs. Jack and Ms. Noddle 

Kindergarten   Mrs. Green, TBA, and Mrs. Cormier 

Grade 1/2  Mrs. Dukeshire 

Grade 1/2  Mrs. Uher 

Grade 2/3   Ms. Hardisty 

Grade 3/4  Miss Pritchard 

Grade 4  Ms. Dean 

Grade 5  Ms. Tucker, TBA 

Grade 6  Mr. Roberts 

Grade 7/8  Ms. Brooks 

Grade 7/8  Mr. Willows 

French   Mrs. Lucas 

Music and Library Mr. Crockett 

Learning Support Mrs. Trott 

Primary Prep  Ms. Jones 

Ed. Assistants  Mrs. Gingerich, Mrs. Shulman,  

   Mrs. Oliviera 

Secretary  Mrs. Morris 

Custodians  Mr. Grimbleby, Mr. Mason 

Principal  Mrs. Passmore 

 

School Day Schedule 

9:00   School Day begins 

9:00-10:40 First Instructional Block (100) 

10:40-11:30 Nutrition Break (20) and Recess (30) 

11:30-1:10 Second Instructional Block (100) 

1:10-1:50 Nutrition Break (20) and Recess (20) 

1:50-3:30 Third Instructional Block (100) 

Zorra Highland Park Public School 

376368 37th Line, Embro, ON 

519-475-4121 

zorrahighlandpark@tvdsb.ca 

@zorrahornets 

Principal: Christine Passmore 

Superintendent: Karen Edgar 

Trustees: Bill McKinnon and Barb Yeoman 

 

For bus-related concerns, contact: 

Student Transportation Services  

(aka My Big Yellow Bus)   519-649-1160 

Our bus company is Elgie   519-475-6000 
 

Bus behavior concerns, contact Mrs. Passmore. 

 

CONTACTING YOUR BUS COMPANY 

Zorra Highland Park  

is on Twitter.  

Follow us @zorrahighland 

EMBRO MINOR BASEBALL REGISTRATION 2020 

  

Registration for girls, boys, and adult teams will run 

from Jan 15th to Feb 15th 2020.  

Register online @ www.leaguelineup.com/

embrominorbaseball 

 
We will also be in the lobby at the Embro Communi-

ty Centre Sunday February 9th from 1-4pm for in per-

son registrations. 

  

NEW this Year! 

 

FREE public skating at in person registrations Feb 9th 

2-3pm.  

Giveaways and prizes to be won!  

All girls teams for Atom and up!  

EMBA is hoping to run all girls programs as well as 

boys programs in the 2020 season. 

 

Folllow us on Facebook and Instagram 

@embrominorbaseballassociation for updates! 

 

Any questions or concerns please send us an email 

to embrominorbaseball@gmail.com 
 

http://www.leaguelineup.com/embrominorbaseball
http://www.leaguelineup.com/embrominorbaseball
mailto:embrominorbaseball@gmail.com

