
December 1, 2020 
WORK HARD and Be Kind 

Thank you so much for helping us keep our 

school community safe and healthy this year.  

Please continue to refer to the SCREENING 

TOOL at https://www.healthunit.com/covid-19-

schools if you have any question about  

whether or not your child should come to 

school. Above all, please do not send them to 

school when they are sick. Check your child’s 

teacher’s Google Classroom for updates,  

assignments, and learning activities if your child 

needs to miss school.  

The Health Unit has prepared an updated  

Decision Tool for Parents as well. It can  be 

found on pages 3-5 and also via the link in your 

newsletter email.  

 

ITEMS FROM HOME 

Please send only essential items to school with 

your child each day. For example, water  

bottles, a change of clothes, warm winter 

wear, etc. are considered essential, while  

personal toys or non-school-related items 

should stay at home.   

 

FOOD DRIVE 

Our Grade 7/8 class is organizing a food and 

essential items drive to support the Woodstock 

Salvation Army and help families in need this 

holiday season. They have created a little  

contest between classes to see which class 

can bring in the most items per person. The 

food drive runs from Nov. 30-Dec. 11.  

Thank you for your generous support.  

Notes from your Principal 
Nov. 30- 

Dec. 11 

Food Drive 

Let’s see which class can bring in the most 

items per person to support our local  

Salvation Army Food Bank. 

Tues. Dec. 1 No Home and School Meeting this month 

Fri. Dec. 4 

 

Wacky Socks Day  

Wear your craziest wackiest socks or sock 

combination today. Let’s see how many 

classes have 100% participation! 

Fri. Dec. 11 

 

School Spirit Day 

Wear your school spiritwear or school  

colours (purple and teal). Let’s see how 

much school spirit your class has! 

Wed. Dec. 16 

 

Ugly Christmas Sweater Day 

Wear a festive top today. It can be ugly or 

beautiful. The more festive the better!  

Beauty is in the eye of the beholder. 

Thurs. Dec. 17 

 

Pajama Day 

Roll right of bed and head to school in your 

comfiest PJs today!  

Please leave your blankets and stuffed toys 

at home though.  

Fri. Dec. 18 

 

Red, Green and Jingle Day 

Today is your day to deck yourself out in 

your festive finest!       

Mon. Jan. 4 

 

First Day of School for 2021 

Good-bye 2020. 

Happy New Year 2021! 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
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HOME CONNECTIONS IN MATH 

“What people who are numerate really do is that, 

when they are given a problem, they look to the 

numbers first, they look for a strategy –a strategy 

that will be a really efficient, elegant strategy given 

those numbers.  Someone who is not numerate uses 

the same strategy for all problems no matter what 

the numbers are.”   

Many TVDSB students have been working with 

their teachers to develop a deeper understand-

ing of addition, subtraction, multiplication, and 

division and strategies that may support them in 

producing reasonable answers.   

Parents/guardians often express concern that 

their children are learning methods that they, as 

parents, did not learn in school and wonder 

how they can support their children in this con-

text.  This newsletter is intended to offer some 

support for parents/guardians. 

Subtraction is more than ‘take-away’ 

When we subtract, we find the difference be-

tween two numbers. We do this in a variety of 

contexts.  

Separating/Removing: “Faizal had 3 erasers 

and gave 2 to his friends.  How many 

does he have left?” 

Joining/ Adding: “Cara had some markers 

and got 3 more.  She now has 11.  How 

many did she have at the beginning?” 

Parts-Whole: “The fruit bowl has 8 pieces of 

fruit in it: all are bananas or mangoes.  If 6 

are mangoes, how many are bananas?” 

Comparison: “The green team has 3 more 

players than the yellow team.  The yellow 

team has 6 players.  How many players 

are on the green team?” 

Each of these situations is important.  Students 

need to understand that these situations call for 

finding the difference between two numbers.  

Ontario students are quite good at performing 

subtraction, but have learning to do when it 

comes to seeing that subtraction is required.   

What strategies help deal with difference? 

Consider the following subtraction: 

High-achieving students deal with this 

difference using reasoning strategies 

which may include strategies shown 

below –they may rarely use the standard  

North American algorithm. 

Splitting: This strategy involves an  

understanding that all numbers can 

be broken up to make working with 

the numbers easier.  This student  

sees the hidden 7 inside the 9 and 

subtracts in two parts (7 and then 2)  

to make the work easier. 

Jumping: This strategy involves an understanding 

that numbers can be shown on a number line 

and if subtraction is difference or distance, we 

can travel that distance in a way that makes 

sense.  This student jumps to a friendly number 

(10), jumps by 10, and then covers those last 7 

spaces to see a big jump of 18.  

 

Compensating: Sometimes it may be more help-

ful to do too much and then undo the extra that 

you did.  In this case, the student knows the pat-

terns in subtracting 10 to get to 17 and then 

knows she took off 1 too much and puts that 

back on to get to 18.  Ultimately, we would like 

our students to understand how our number sys-

tem works and what operations mean. When 

those understandings are in place, students will 

have a variety of strategies at their fingertips 

and be truly numerate.  

 

 

“Learning a range of strategies and the  

connections among them will contribute to 

overall number sense”    

Van de Walle et al., (2014) 



 






