
 

 TRY THESE VALENTINE’S MATH PUZZLES AT HOME, 

then bring your answers to Mrs. Passmore for a prize! 

 

 

 

 

 

THE MONTH AHEAD 

Mon. Feb 3 NO Home and School or School Council Meeting 

Fri. Feb. 14 Valentine’s Day 

Red, Pink and White Spirit Day  

Mon. Feb. 17 Family Day (no school) 

Wed. Feb. 26 Pink Shirt Day for Bullying Awareness  

February 2020 
WORK HARD and Be Kind 

Notes from your Principal 
REPORT CARDS 

The following letter was sent out to all TVDSB families 

on January 23, providing information about Term 1 

Report Cards: 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION 

Kindergarten pre-registration is now available online 

or in person until Friday, February 7, 2020. To be  

eligible for registration, JK students must be 4 years of 

age by December 31, 2020 or have a birth year of 

2016.  In order to register your son or daughter for 

school, parents must provide a Birth Certificate,  
Baptismal Certificate, Registration of 

Birth or Passport to verify legal name and date of 

birth.  We also require proof of address (e.g. current 

utility bill, driver's license is not acceptable for audit 

purposes).  If you have any friends or neighbours with 

children eligible to attend next year, please pass on 

this information. 

https://secure.easyregister.ca/pub/LoginER.aspx?

tk=ER&oid=9VTbHHEIPdro6R%2b5TDI8QQ%3d%3d 

 

SCHOOL GOALS 

Our school goals for the 2019-2020 school year are 

that our students will be able to: 

 Clearly communicate a flexible understanding  

of numbers and operations. 

 Become good writers who are able to  

communicate ideas with ease and clarity. 

Updates on Job Action are available on the 

Thames Valley District School Board website at 

tvdsb.ca. 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/rTPkVEqyAOVwcIx0dZqDMA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRgDHFWP0RYaHR0cHM6Ly9zZWN1cmUuZWFzeXJlZ2lzdGVyLmNhL3B1Yi9Mb2dpbkVSLmFzcHg_dGs9RVImb2lkPTlWVGJISEVJUGRybzZSJTJiNVRESThRUSUzZCUzZFcHc2Nob29sbUIKAADWPSteYwjOnVIjQWxsU3RhZmYtWm9ycmFIaWdo
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/rTPkVEqyAOVwcIx0dZqDMA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRgDHFWP0RYaHR0cHM6Ly9zZWN1cmUuZWFzeXJlZ2lzdGVyLmNhL3B1Yi9Mb2dpbkVSLmFzcHg_dGs9RVImb2lkPTlWVGJISEVJUGRybzZSJTJiNVRESThRUSUzZCUzZFcHc2Nob29sbUIKAADWPSteYwjOnVIjQWxsU3RhZmYtWm9ycmFIaWdo


 

 

HOME CONNECTIONS IN MATH  Long before young children are writing  

equations with the equal sign, they are exploring how 

amounts that look different can actually be  

equivalent. Ideas about equivalence develop 

through everyday, concrete experiences that require 

children to find something that is the same 

as something else. Imagine a child figuring out how to 

fill a space in a block structure when the desired 

shape is not available (two isosceles right triangle 

blocks are the same as a square block) or sharing  

colored candies with a sibling (my 3 reds and 1 yellow 

are the same as your 2 reds and 2 yellows). 

 

The following books offer engaging visual  

representations of equivalence—in the form of  

balance and equivalent representations of numbers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another great book is The Warlord’s Puzzle by Virginia 

Walton Pilegard, where children can explore spatial, 

geometry and fraction concepts using tangram  

pieces.  

 

 

 

 

Crescent Moons and Pointed Minarets by Hena Khan,  
celebrates the shapes—and traditions—of the Muslim 

world. 

 For students of all ages, literature resonates with 

their experiences and imaginations, making them 

more enthusiastic about solving the related mathe-

matics problems and more likely to learn and to see 

mathematics as a useful tool for exploring the world.  

 Here are some great links to children’s literature 

and activities to go with them.  Also be sure to check 

out your school and local library.  Have fun! 

https://earlymath.erikson.edu/  

https://dreme.stanford.edu/news/children-s-

books-foster-love-math 

https://www.the-best-childrens-books.org/math-

for-kids.html 

 

 

Children’s Literature and Mathematics 
 

 We have known about the importance and 

benefits of reading with our children for a long time.  

Children’s literature can be a rich source of learning  

mathematics at all levels, not just primary. Using  

literature helps to meet the needs of all learners and 

accommodate a range of learning styles. The use of 

literature should continue throughout the junior years 

as stories help to bring mathematics to life. Students of 

all ages love stories and love to talk about stories.  

When teachers and parents use literature with a  

mathematical connection, they help students learn to 

“talk mathematics”.   

 

 Good stories provide good opportunities for 

math talk.  Author and researcher, ReLeah Cossett 

Lent asserts that background knowledge is the glue 

that makes learning stick.  “Picture books, sometimes 

known as children’s books, aren’t just for little kids any-

more.  Surprisingly, picture books contain more rare 

words per thousand words than prime-time television 

or the conversation of college graduates.  Picture 

books build background through visual images as well 

as through words, an especially important factor for 

this generation of visual learners” (Cossett Lent). 

 

Literature can be used in numerous 

ways to create challenging math 

problems with a variety of entry and 

exit points.  For example, in the  

magical Chinese folktale, Two of Every-

thing (Hong, 1993), a couple finds a 

pot that doubles whatever is put into it.  Children can 

be challenged with how many people would be in 

their family if the entire family fell into the Magic Pot.  

Children of all ages can use a variety of strategies to 

solve this problem.  You can also extend the activity 

by changing the Magic Pot to tripling what is put into 

it, and so on. 

 

 A variety of non-fiction (books, newspapers, 

magazines, the Web) literature can be used in teach-

ing mathematics. They are all great sources for  

problems that have the added benefit of helping  

students make connections to the world around them. 

One excellent online math site and resource for  

children’s literature and mathematics is the Erikson  

Institute Early Math Collaborative.  We have included 

here an example of 3 children’s books that build an 

understanding of equivalency.  

https://earlymath.erikson.edu/3-childrens-books-build-

understanding-equivalency-and-teaching-

equivalency-concepts/ 

 

https://earlymath.erikson.edu/
https://dreme.stanford.edu/news/children-s-books-foster-love-math
https://dreme.stanford.edu/news/children-s-books-foster-love-math
https://www.the-best-childrens-books.org/math-for-kids.html
https://www.the-best-childrens-books.org/math-for-kids.html
https://earlymath.erikson.edu/3-childrens-books-build-understanding-equivalency-and-teaching-equivalency-concepts/
https://earlymath.erikson.edu/3-childrens-books-build-understanding-equivalency-and-teaching-equivalency-concepts/
https://earlymath.erikson.edu/3-childrens-books-build-understanding-equivalency-and-teaching-equivalency-concepts/




 Zorra Highland Park Staff 2019/2020 
Kindergarten   Mrs. Jack and Ms. Noddle 

Kindergarten   Mrs. Vallier and Mrs. Cormier 

Grade 1/2  Mrs. Dukeshire 

Grade 1/2  Mrs. Uher 

Grade 2/3   Ms. Hardisty 

Grade 3/4  Miss Pritchard 

Grade 4  Ms. Dean 

Grade 5  Ms. Tucker, Mrs. Donnelly 

Grade 6  Mr. Roberts 

Grade 7/8  Ms. Brooks 

Grade 7/8  Mr. Willows 

French   Mrs. Lucas 

Music and Library Mr. Crockett 

Learning Support Mrs. Trott 

Primary Prep  Ms. Jones 

Ed. Assistants  Mrs. Gingerich, Mrs. Shulman,  

   Mrs. Oliviera 

Secretary  Mrs. Morris 

Custodians  Mr. Grimbleby, Mr. Mason 

Principal  Mrs. Passmore 

 

School Day Schedule 

9:00   School Day begins 

9:00-10:40 First Instructional Block (100) 

10:40-11:30 Nutrition Break (20) and Recess (30) 

11:30-1:10 Second Instructional Block (100) 

1:10-1:50 Nutrition Break (20) and Recess (20) 

1:50-3:30 Third Instructional Block (100) 

Zorra Highland Park Public School 

376368 37th Line, Embro, ON 

519-475-4121 

zorrahighlandpark@tvdsb.ca 

@zorrahornets 

Principal: Christine Passmore 

Superintendent: Karen Edgar 

Trustees: Bill McKinnon and Barb Yeoman 

 

For bus-related concerns, contact: 

Student Transportation Services  

(aka My Big Yellow Bus)   519-649-1160 

Our bus company is Elgie   519-475-6000 
 

Bus behavior concerns, contact Mrs. Passmore. 

 

CONTACTING YOUR BUS COMPANY 

Zorra Highland Park  

is on Twitter.  

Follow us @zorrahighland 

EMBRO MINOR BASEBALL REGISTRATION 2020 

  

Registration for girls, boys, and adult teams will run 

from Jan 15th to Feb 15th 2020.  

Register online @ www.leaguelineup.com/

embrominorbaseball 

 
We will also be in the lobby at the Embro Communi-

ty Centre Sunday February 9th from 1-4pm for in per-

son registrations. 

  

NEW this Year! 

 

FREE public skating at in person registrations Feb 9th 

2-3pm.  

Giveaways and prizes to be won!  

All girls teams for Atom and up!  

EMBA is hoping to run all girls programs as well as 

boys programs in the 2020 season. 

 

Folllow us on Facebook and Instagram 

@embrominorbaseballassociation for updates! 

 

Any questions or concerns please send us an email 

to embrominorbaseball@gmail.com 
 

http://www.leaguelineup.com/embrominorbaseball
http://www.leaguelineup.com/embrominorbaseball
mailto:embrominorbaseball@gmail.com

