
LOOKING AHEAD 
Notes from your Principal 
PROGRESS REPORT CARDS went home with students on 

Nov. 5. This is a good opportunity to discuss the  

information with your children and help them set goals 

for the rest of this term. If you have questions, please 

contact your child’s teacher. 
 

BUS CANCELLATION INFORMATION UPDATE  

As we head into the colder months of the year, we will 

have inclement weather to deal with. In the event that 

our school buses are cancelled due to snow or freezing 

rain, they are cancelled for the entire day. Only with fog 

delays do buses run in the afternoon. Parents who 

choose to drive their children to school must also pick 

them up. If you choose to keep your children at home, 

please report their absence as for any other absence 

from school. Unreported absences must receive Safe 

Arrival calls from Mrs. Morris, and this can be a very time-

consuming process on a day with so many absences.  

When dropping off (8:50-9:00) and picking up (3:20-3:30)

students on a bus cancellation day, please follow the 

following route: 

 Enter via the south driveway only and proceed 

along the front of the school. 

 Turn right along the side of the building. 

 Drop students off (or pick them up) on the sidewalk 

nearest the north parking lot doors. There will be  

supervision here.  

 Loop around the lot and exit via the north driveway. 

At all other times of day, drop off and pick up occur via 

the office door.  

 REMEMBRANCE DAY 

Students will participate in a virtual  

Remembrance Day ceremony on Nov. 11. 

Poppies have been donated by the Royal 

Canadian Legion Branch 318 in Embro. We 

are accepting donations at the school in 

support of our veterans. Thank you. 

  

Nov. 5 Progress Reports go home. 

Nov. 11 Remembrance Day  

Students will participate in a virtual  

Remembrance Day Ceremony in  

their classrooms.  

Nov. 12 PA Day (no school) 

Nov. 15-29 Scholastic Virtual Book Fair 

Nov. 19 Sports Jersey Day 

Nov. 26 Grade 8 Graduation Photos 

Nov. 30-Dec. 10 Canned Food Drive  

Dec. 3 School Spirit Day 

Dec. 15 Christmas  

Sweater Day 

Dec. 16 PJ Day 

 

Dec. 17 Festive Friday! (red, green and jingle) 

Last School Day of 2021 

Dec. 18-Jan. 2 Christmas Holidays 

Jan. 3 First School Day of 2022!!! 

 

Fall 2021 

CONTACT US 

School Phone 519-475-4121 

Attendance 1-844-305-3756  

 or SchoolMessenger App in  

 App or Google Play Stores 

Follow us on Twitter 

 We are @zorrahighland 

Bus Information 

 http://www.mybigyellowbus.ca/ 

 and Bus Planner Delays App 

 

https://virtualbookfairs.scholastic.ca/pages/5166887


HOME CONNECTIONS IN MATH: Fact Fluency 

 

 

“Children should learn their number facts.  
However, they would benefit from learning their 
facts by using an increasingly sophisticated sense 
of strategies rather than by jumping directly to 
memorization.”              

   (Lawson, 2016) 

 

Knowing Your Facts: Just One of the “Basics” 

What do you think of when you hear, “getting back to the basics” in 

mathematics? Well, the basics can mean anything from counting, to 

computation, to problem solving. But basic facts refers to the set of 

single digit number facts for addition and multiplication, and their 

related subtraction and division facts.  

For example, 7 + 8, 15 - 7, 5 x 6, 30 ÷ 6, are all basic facts. 

One of the fundamental skills that children need to have in mathe-

matics is to master their basic facts. Mastering math facts involves 

understanding and recalling math facts using a variety of strategies.  

How Should Children Master Math Facts? 

Most children will learn math facts gradually over a number of 

years. During this time, they should be encouraged to use what 

they already know to help them solve for facts they don’t know yet. 

For example, to solve for 6 x 8, they may use the known fact 5 x 8 = 

40 and add one more group of 8 to get 48. Over time, this reasoning 

will help children master facts and eventually become more fluent.  

The goal is not memorization of facts, but automaticity which is the 

quick and effortless recall of math facts. 

 
 

Games to Master Math Facts 
 
Games are fun to play over and over again, and therefore are an 

excellent way to provide repeated practise for students to learn 

their facts. When your child is not able to immediately recall a fact, 

encourage them to use what they do know to help them solve it 

rather than simply telling them the answer.   

 

 

TRY THESE GAMES: 

Go Fish for 10! 

You need: 2 players                                                               

One deck of cards (Aces, Queens and 2 to 10)    

Queen = 0    Ace = 1                                         

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8hgbL08XkDg   

Lay the deck of cards face down on the table. Each player selects 

three cards from the deck.  The goal is to make pairs that add to 

10. The first player looks for a pair in their hand, and if they find a 

pair, they lay that down for a point and pick up two more cards 

from the pile.  If they don’t find a pair, they ask their partner for 

what they need to make a ten pair.  If the partner has the card, 

they pass it over.  If they don’t have the card, they say “Go Fish!” 

and the first player draws a card from the pile. Switch turns. Play 

continues until there are no remaining cards.        

Addition Challenge 

One deck of cards (A to 10) 

Players split a deck of cards and flip over the top two cards at the 

same time. They add their own cards and the person with the larg-

est sum takes all the cards. Person with the most cards at the end 

of the game wins. 

This game can also be played to practice subtraction and multipli-

cation. 

Here are several more dice and card games to practice 
math facts.                                                                                                                              

https://www.granby.k12.ct.us/uploaded/faculty/wyzika/
Dice_and_Card_Games_to_Practice_Math_Facts.pdf 

Have fun playing and mastering facts with your child.  

Financial Literacy  

Penny, Nickel, Dime: In this game you will roll a dice 7 times.  For 
every roll, you take that many pennies, nickels, dimes.   

Whoever gets closest to $1 without going over wins the game.   

Please use the chart below to record your findings.   

Students can utilize mental math strategies and financial literacy 

skills in order to improve fact fluency.   

 

Game on! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8hgbL08XkDg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8hgbL08XkDg
https://www.granby.k12.ct.us/uploaded/faculty/wyzika/Dice_and_Card_Games_to_Practice_Math_Facts.pdf
https://www.granby.k12.ct.us/uploaded/faculty/wyzika/Dice_and_Card_Games_to_Practice_Math_Facts.pdf


https://virtualbookfairs.scholastic.ca/pages/5166887 

Holiday Food Drive 2021 

Our Grade 7/8 students will be organizing our annual Holiday Food Drive again this year. The food drive runs from  

Monday, November 29 to Friday, December 10. More information will come out from our students as we get closer to the 

date. Please keep our food drive in mind when you are out and about shopping over the coming weeks, if you are in a 

position to give. All items will be donated directly to a local food bank to help those in our community.  

Items that are always needed include: 

Whole grain foods like oatmeal, barley, high-fibre cereals or whole-grain pasta contain plenty of fibre and are an  

excellent source of minerals like magnesium and iron. Food banks with meal programs will use them in their kitchens to 

create fresh meals for their clients. 
 

Baby cereals and jarred baby foods make good donations since roughly one third of Canadian food bank recipients are 

children.  
 

Lean proteins from foods like canned tuna and chicken; plant proteins like peanut butter, beans, and lentils; or more 

complete proteins contained in other canned meats help in the maintenance of body tissue and contribute to a feeling 

of satiety. Nut butters are a favourite because they’re a versatile ingredient in snacks and meals. 
 

Canned fruit is high in vitamin C and dietary fibre. Likewise, if they’re free of added salt and sugars, studies suggest that 

frozen and canned vegetables are often as good as fresh produce. 
 

Milk alternatives like shelf stable milk, powdered milk, almond milk, and rice milk from the grocery store shelf contain  

vitamin D, vitamin A, and, most importantly, calcium. 
 

Money is by far the best donation you can make to your local food bank. Financial donations give food banks the  

flexibility to buy fresh perishables for their hampers or load up on items they’re not getting enough of.  

Hygiene Supplies such as toilet paper, feminine hygiene products, soap and toothpaste are also appreciated.  

https://virtualbookfairs.scholastic.ca/pages/5166887



