
LOOKING AHEAD Notes from your Principal 

Thank you to all of our families for your ongoing  

dedication to keeping our school community a safe 

and happy place to learn. Your adherence to daily 

screening and health and safety protocols is greatly  

appreciated.  

Term 1 Report Cards will be sent home with students on 

Fri. Feb. 18, 2022. As always, if you would like to discuss 

your child’s progress at any time, please contact his/her 

teacher to set up a phone meeting.  

Updated Health and Safety Reminders 

 Please continue to use the School Screening Tool to 

determine if your children should attend school 

each day. The screening tool does change  

frequently, so please refer to the online version.  

 When your child is ill, with any illness, please keep 

them at home until they are well enough to pass the 

school screener and can participate fully in school 

activities.  

 We highly encourage the use of masks for all  

students instead of bandanas, neck gaiters or 

scarves.  When school staff are working in a class-

room in which a student is wearing a bandana, neck 

gaiter or scart, they are required by the Ministry of 

Labour to wear double PPE (mask and shield or  

goggles). Replacement masks are available at the 

school for students who need them.  

 

Inclement Weather/Bus Cancellation Reminder 

When school buses are cancelled due to inclement 

weather, the school building will also now be closed 

and students will be able to access remote learning op-

portunities. This only applies to inclement weather can-

cellations, not route cancellations for other reasons such 

as bus driver shortages.  

 

 

Feb. 14 Red, White and Pink  

Valentine’s Spirit Day 

Feb. 18 Term 1 Report Cards and Term 2 IEPs go home. 

Feb. 21 Family Day (no school) 

Feb. 23 Bullying Prevention: Pink Shirt Day 

Mar. 3 School Spirit Day—Wear your school spirit wear 

or school colours of teal and purple. 

Mar. 4 PA Day (no school) 

Mar. 7 School Council Meeting at 7:00 Google Meet 

Home and School Meeting 8:00 on Zoom 

Mar. 9 

 

TVDSB Grade 9 Virtual Math  

Information Night 

(Ask your teacher or Mr. Roberts for more info.) 

Mar. 11 ‘Twas the Night before March Break:  

PJ Day 

Mar. 12-20 March Break 

Mar. 21 Wacky Socks for World Down Syndrome Day 

Winter 2022 

CONTACT US 

School Phone 519-475-4121 

Attendance 1-844-305-3756  

 or SchoolMessenger App in  

 App or Google Play Stores 

Follow us on Twitter 

 We are @zorrahighland 

Bus Information 

 http://www.mybigyellowbus.ca/ 

 and Bus Planner Delays App 

 

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening/


HOME CONNECTIONS IN MATH:  

 

 

Addition Strategies that Make Sense 

"The ability to compose and decompose numbers is an 

important aspect of number sense that contributes signif-

icantly to children’s success in arithmetic, particularly 

addition and subtraction." ~ Cathy Bruce (2013) 

How would you solve 46 + 38? Many of us would stack 

the two numbers and add them the way we were 

taught. Our curriculum requires students to develop 

methods of thinking grounded in understanding. With 

this in mind, let’s look at the meanings of addition and 

strategies built on understanding. 

Meanings of Addition 

Although addition always relates to the combining of 

things, there are two situations to consider: one is 

active and one is static. 

a) An active addition situation: 

“Kara had 5 pencils. Her mom gave her 6 more pencils. 

How many pencils does she have altogether?” 

b) A static addition situation (no action takes place): 

“Kara has some pencils in her pencil case. 7 are blue, 6 

are red, and 3 are yellow. How many pencils does she 

have? 

Students often find it easier to first consider active 

situations, where joining actually occurs, and later 

more static situations, where a whole is made up of 

two or more parts that are already joined. 

 

What strategies help with addition? 

All strategies are based on breaking apart numbers 

and adding in parts. 

Splitting: This strategy splits (decomposes) and joins 

(composes) numbers in ways that make computation 

easier. It ensures that students are thinking about the 

value of the numbers. 

46 + 38 

 

 

 

Jumping: This strategy involves sequential “jumps” on 

an open number line, by or to numbers that make the 

operation easier. The use of a number line allows 

students to maintain their sense of quantity as they 

add numbers together, and is less prone to 

computational errors. Two different jumping strategies 

are shown below. The first example shows three jumps 

of 10, then a jump of 4 to get to 80, then 4 more. The 

second example shows a jump of 4 to get to 50, then 

a jump of 34 more. This is an example of using friendly 

numbers to help us solve addition problems. 

46 + 38 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compensating: Sometimes it may be more helpful to 

add too much and then subtract the extra. In this 

case, the student adds 40 to 46 to get 86, and then 

subtracts 2 to get 84. 

46 + 38 

 

 

 

With practise, students will learn to operate flexibly 

with numbers, choosing from meaningful strategies. 

We encourage you to try some of these strategies at 

home with your child. 

 






